Veterans

“l hate to see people go down the wrong
path and then have to go through
thousands of sheets of paperwork to
correct something that should never
have been wrong in the first place.”

John Wantuch
Indiana VFW
Department Service Officer

VAVS volunteer James Mack and patient Clarence Skinner chat with
Linda Wingo, nurse manager at the Washington, D.C., VA Medical
Center. Mack is one of 8,275 regularly scheduled VFW volunteers.
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From Younger to Wom

VFEW fought for 10 years to
upgrade the Gl Bill, and has
focused on the special needs
of women vets for nearly
two decades.
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Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act
VFW National Legislative Service Deputy
Director Eric Hilleman speaks at a press
conference held at the U.S. Capitol on June

26, 2008, the day Congress approved a

new Gl Bill for the 21st century. Also present
were Patrick Campbell, Irag and Afghanistan
Veterans of America legislative director;

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.); and Rep. Chet Edwards
(D-Texas). Webb sponsored the legislation in
the Senate.



en Veterans, VEW 1s in the Vanguard

VFW has been a vocal proponent of
benefits for women veterans for two
decades, testifying before Congress
on their behalf, holding seminars
and producing special publications.

Women’s Forum

The Women’s Forum held at VFW’s 108th National Convention in
Kansas City, Mo., provided female veterans with information on
VA health care and benefits available to them. Top speaker Betty
Moseley Brown, associate director of VA's Center for Women Vet-
erans, spoke to attendees about the unique challenges they face
as female vets. She noted that her staff is responsible for making
sure female vets have services on par with their male couterparts.
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VFW Supports
Women Veterans
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- -Todaxess War Wou

VFW Reac Out

VEW has recognized that more and
more service members are returning from
Afghanistan and lraq with severe wounds.

The organization has sprung into action, doing everything from donating
money to build homes for amputees, as well as blinded and paralyzed
vets, to ensuring their needs are met while they recover in military
hospitals. Organization-wide, members are especially attuned to the
consequences of traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic stress
disorder. For the war wounded, VFW is a true beacon of hope.

“'m so grateful for the outpouring of support by
VEW in my community. I'm proud to be a
member and look forward to helping others.”

William Brooks
Iraq Veteran &
VFW Life Member
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Former Texas District 9 Commander Bill Frazier presents
new weight-training equipment to veterans at the Thomas
E. Creek VA Medical Center in Amarillo, Texas. From left are
Chance Field, U.S. Navy veteran; physical therapist Tony
Trimble; Bill Frazier; physical therapist Bryan Turner; and
Joe C. Rodriguez, U.S. Air Force, were on hand.
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VFW’s Department of Hawaii
hosted a welcome-home
ceremony for the Army’s 25th
Combat Aviation Brigade at
Wheeler Army Air Field at
Schofield Barracks on March
20, 2008. VFW’s Military
Assistance Program provided
funds for the event.

VFW Ohio Charities donated $12,000 to Operation Pillowcase, a
program that takes a photo of a child’s deployed father or mother
and has it printed on a pillowcase. Nancy Vela; Col. Mark Bartman,
180th Fighter Wing, Ohio Air National Guard; VFW Past Department
Commander Greg Vela; Doug Boston, Northwest Ohio Military Friends
president; and Ron Boston, Operation Pillowcase manager, helped
make it all possible.



Through free phone cards,
financial aid and family support,

and women in uniform.
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shows 1t cares about men

VFW members remember what it’s like to return home from
foreign soil unsure of what the future holds. This is only one
of many reasons that VFW developed its Military Assistance
Program (MAP), with firm goals to assist returning service
members. VA benefits information, family assistance and
employment guidance are just a few of the areas currently
under its purview. MAP permits VFW to enhance the quality
of life for active-duty troops, Reserve/National Guard mem-
bers and veterans of all ages, as well as their families.

In 1999, MAP was created to provide emergency aid
primarily to recently discharged veterans and their families.
In 2005, the National MAP Committee was inaugurated.

Emergency Financial Assistance Grants

MAP provides emergency aid to qualified military personnel
or their family members, in the form of one-time grants. To
assist those experiencing financial hardships resulting from
military deployments, VFW National Headquarters may fur-
nish up to $500 to match department or post contributions. 25 s

Only military members on active duty or in an activated
National Guard or Reserve unit are eligible to receive the
funds.

= M

Adopt-a-Unit & Home Front Events

To date, MAP has coordinated the “adoption” of nearly
2,000 units and ships. These “adopted” outfits receive care
packages, letters and phone cards to let the them know VFW
cares.

VFW also has helped sponsor welcome-home rallies
such as at Ft. Campbell, Ky., for members of the 101st
Airborne Division returning from Afghanistan. Similar events
are coordinated locally, too.

VFW has always been first to answer the call of
America’s armed forces abroad. During the Persian Gulf
War in 1991, VFW National Headquarters sent 100,000
care packages—worth $1 million—to troops there. And
at the war’s end, 75,000 spectators attended the
VFW-sponsored Operation Homecoming at Richards-
Gebaur Air Force Base outside Kansas City, Mo.



Armed Forces

“Community involvement with soldiers
and families is critical to support
during deployments, and your
organization is leading the way.”

Lucia Braxton
Chief, Army Community Service
3rd Infantry Division

Phil Irby, John Hagerty and
Nancy Smith of Post 8773 in
Junction City, Kan., load some
3,000 care packages for ship-
ment to troops in Irag in
December 2006. VFW’s Military
Assistance Program provided
the funding to pay shipping
costs. Another 3,000 packages
were distributed by the Post to
soldiers at Fort Riley who were
deploying to Iraq in the
following months.

VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members of California’s
District 1 serve Marines and sailors at Marine Corps
Air Station Miramar in July 2008. Hungry troops
devoured more than 3,000 grilled steaks at

the event co-sponsored by VFW.
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“ : Operation Uplink
| WOU|d llke to thank )’OU VEI’)’ Operation Uplink is a free calling card program
much for the abl|lty to call our connecting hospitalized veterans as well as
) active-duty personnel with family members
families this Memonal Day without and friends. It is coordinated from VFW National
Headquarters.
charge. | hope you return to work Introduced in August 1996, Operation Uplink
. . has connected more than 11 million veterans
on TUESda)’ to find )’OUF Inbox and military personnel. Some 1.2 million
: connections occurred in FY 2007-08 alone. This
ﬂ00ded Wlth thank )’OUS from a" is done by working closely with VFW state depart-

; ments, VFW Ladies auxiliaries and VA hospitals and
over Iraq and AfghamStan' | hope the military. In 2006, Operation Uplink started Free
Someday after | am retired | can Call Days, which has provided more than 1.9

million calls and over 23 million minutes of
offer deployed troops the support talk time through 26 events.
’ In the past decade, the program has partnered
that you all do today. with various corporate sponsors. Most of the fund-
ing, however, comes through generous donations
Sgt. Erik F. Smith from VFW departments, districts, posts, auxiliaries,
Marine schools, churches and individuals.

Unmet Needs

VFW’s Unmet Needs program exemplifies the very
essence of supporting troops and their families.
Unmet Needs assists families of deployed or
recently returned troops with up to $2,500.

The funds can be used for paying for such
things as medical expenses, groceries, rent, home
repair, childcare, transportation costs and mortgage
assistance.

Unmet Needs has disbursed more than
$2.3 million to some 1,600 deserving military
families requesting financial assistance.

Employment Assistance

As sponsor and co-owner of VetJobs.com, VFW is
at the forefront of helping vets find meaningful
employment. This free online service allows
veterans and their spouses to post resumes

and search for available jobs.

To date, more than 80,000 veterans and their
spouses have found jobs through VetJobs.com. The
Web site sees approximately 200,000 visitors each
month.




Armed Forces

Since August 1996, Operation Uplink has
connected approximately 11 million
veterans and military personnel. In 2006,
Operation Uplink started Free Call Days,
which has provided more than 1.9 million
calls and about 23 million minutes of
talk time through 26 events. Recipients
of the cards span the globe, ranging
from California to Djibouti in Africa.



--Benefiting Indiv

Charitable Funds and Projects

From troop support endeavors to
disaster relief, VFEW has a variety
of charitable funds at its disposal.

Post Relief Funds: Buddy Poppy
Nothing symbolizes VFW’s pledge to “honor the dead
by helping the living” like the Buddy Poppy. Since
May 1922, VFW has distributed the blood-red arti-
ficial flowers, with donations going to help disabled
veterans. Disabled veterans themselves have been
assembling the flowers (and receiving compensation
for doing so) from the beginning.
VFW has distributed more than 1 billion flowers
« . since then. Most donors give $1 per Poppy. Under
| had a great time at the race. the organization’s bylaws, the proceeds are funneled

' . to Post relief funds to help needy veterans and to
The seats were awesome! | en]0)’9d maintain the VFW National Home for Children (a

: : 629-acre campus with 36 houses based in Eaton
meetlng a” the other WInners, as Rapids, Mich.) or facilities dedicated to the care

i of veterans. Funds also can be used to perpetuate
WE" as the representatlves Of the the memory of America’s war dead in the form of

VEW. The highlight for me was memorials.

riding around the track with the ~ Kahle Fund
Established in 1999 through a $1.1 million bequest

drivers in the back. The treatment from WWII Navy veteran Ralph Charles Kahle, Jr.,
monies are earmarked for the “service, welfare and

of our group was amaZing! The entertainment of wounded servicemen.”

. Proceeds from the endowment are being used
VFW dOES Some great thlngs and to underwrite a portion of the cost of providing

: n o ” recreational and inspirational events for Purple
this trip is only one of the many!” /' recipionts
. The fund has paid for:
Jim Edwards « 7 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans to attend the
Iraq Veteran Coke Zero 400 in Daytona Beach, Fla., in 2008.
* 8 Irag and Afghanistan veterans to attend the
Pepsi 400 in Daytona Beach, Fla., in 2007.
» 12 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans and their
families to attend Walt Disney Parks and
Resorts in Orlando, Fla., in 2006.
» 30 disabled Vietnam veterans to return to
Vietnam since 2005.
» 12 Vietnam veterans to participate in Operation
Welcome Home in Las Vegas in 2005.



idual Veterans

VFW’s Kahle Fund provides
Purple Heart recipients with
personal trips like the 2008
return to Vietnam for nine
veterans and the trip to
Daytona Beach, Fla., for
seven lrag and Afghanistan
veterans. For some, the trips
provide a sense of closure.

P e
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Charitable Funds and Projects

Disabled Vet Hunt in Montana

The importance and depth of disabled
Vietnam veterans’ sacrifices are not lost
on VFW or Russ Greenwood, proprietor
of Doonan Gulch Outfitters in Broadus,
Mont. Since 1984, Greenwood and VFW
have provided disabled Vietnam vets with
transportation to Greenwood’s hunting
lodge—as well as a chance to bring home
a trophy-sized antelope. Beginning with the
1997 hunt, VFW increased the number of
participants to four.

VFW pays the airfare for all four vet-
erans. In addition, it picks up the tab for
three of the vets’ lodging, meals and the
accompanying hunting-guide services. The
outfitter chips in for the other veteran.

The trip is offered only to veteran-
amputees who sustained their wounds in
combat. While it was originally designed
for Vietnam vets, the drawing is now open
to Irag and Afghanistan veterans as well.
Finalists are chosen at random.

T.C. Selman Fund

Following VFW Commander-in-Chief T.C.

Selman’s death in 1980, a fund to assist
disabled and needy veterans was estab-

lished from the many donations made in
his memory.

Contributions are used exclusively to
assist veterans and their families in times
of need. For example, funds can go toward
purchasing groceries or a means of trans-
portation.

20



idual Veterans

For more than 25 years,
VFW has partnered with
Doonan Gulch Outfitters
in Montana to provide
disabled veterans with the
opportunity to bring
home a trophy antelope.
The drawing for the trip is
open to Vietnam, Iraq and
Afghanistan veteran-
amputees.

“The experience was one of the
highlights of my life. Russ Greenwood,
his wife, Carol, and his twin brother,
Roger, were just great. They treated
all of us like part of their family.”

Edward “Skip” Riley
2007 Disabled Vet
Hunt Participant

21
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Charitable Funds and Projects

VFW volunteers Joe Talley, Bill
Meade and Don Beach load
items for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina in August
2005, at the Bristol Motor
Speedway in Bristol, Tenn. The
donation drive was sponsored
by VFW Post 1994 and
American Legion Post 12

out of Abingdon, Va.

Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief
Nationwide, VFW members sprung into
action following the devastation left by
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. VFW donated
nearly $800,000 to families living on the
Gulf Coast. VFW National Headquarters
donated $100,000 each to the Depart-
ments of Mississippi and Louisiana and
$30,000 to Alabama.

As contributions poured into Na-
tional Headquarters, a special disaster
relief fund was established. In less than a
month’s time, some $300,000 had been
donated to the fund, including a $30,000
donation from the Department of Califor-
nia. Post 1388 in Millersport, Ohio, made

Ernie Bryant of Post 7286 in Covington,
La., discusses hurricane relief efforts with
VFW members and Bell South employees.

The Post served as the base camp for a $51,000 contribution to the American
Bell South employees trying to restore Red Cross, while Post 3484 in Saddle
phone service to the area. Brook, N.J., gave $30,000 to VFW'’s fund.

VFW’s efforts focused on members,
as well as those in the military. Posts from
as far north as Minnesota delivered sup-
plies to the devastated region, while Posts
in Mississippi and Louisiana opened their
doors as temporary shelters to those
displaced.

Pyl
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Aid to California Wildfire Victims

When a series of deadly wildfires swept across
more than half a million acres in southern
California in October 2007, the Department of
California established a fund to help those who
were evacuated or suffered a loss. VFW National
Headquarters contributed $100,000 to that
relief effort, while the Departments of Texas
and Ohio each donated $10,000.

VFW members from California’s District 1
served a barbecue lunch to more than 500 troops
who were helping combat the fires. For those who
couldn’t make it to Montgomery Field (near San
Diego) for lunch, VFW volunteers delivered meals
as close as possible to the fire lines.

At Montgomery Field (near
San Diego), VFW volunteers
served more than 500 troops
who had worked tirelessly for
19 days fighting wildfires in
southern California.

Marines from Miramar and
Camp Pendleton contributed to
the firefighting, as did the
California National Guard and
Air National Guard.

In Need

3
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Patriotic School Programs

Providing scholarships to the
nation's youth is among the T
organization's top priorities.

VFW, along with its Ladies Auxiliary, is dedicated to a
variety of community service projects. Both groups
share a passion for youth activities, volunteer services,
citizenship education and health-related information
initiatives. Together, both organizations annually
contribute millions of dollars to joint programs.

Voice of Democracy (VOD)
This VFW youth program, started in 1946, gives
students in grades 9-12 the opportunity to write and
record a 3- to 5-minute essay on audiocassette. Entries
are judged at the post, district, department and national
levels. The 54 department winners receive a five-day
trip to Washington, D.C., to tour historic landmarks,
including the Capitol and the White House, and later
visit the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, Pa.
The national winner (who receives $30,000) =

“ I it then presents his or her speech at the annual VFW
| think it’s great that each Celebration of Achievement Banquet during the VFW
year you chaIIenge students and Ladies Auxiliary Washington Conference. In 2007-08, S
. . 47,790 students participated at all levels of the organi-
to express their views of zation, receiving a total of $2.2 million in scholarships

and incentives.

democracy and patriotism
and I'm so glad to have
had the opportunity to
have been a part of this.”

Afton Avalos
2007 Ohio VOD
National Finalist

Top prize in the 2007-08 VOD competition went
to Jordan Lord, sponsored by VFW Post 4526
and its Ladies auxiliary in Gulfport, Miss. He is
shown receiving a $30,000 scholarship award
from past VFW Commander-in-Chief George J.
Lisicki and former Ladies Auxiliary National
President Virginia Carman.

L}
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Fifty-four high school students are annually rewarded with a trip to the
nation’s capital through VFW’s Voice of Democracy scholarship program.
Winners visited President George W. Bush after touring the White House
during VFW’s Community Service & Legislative Conference in 2008.

Patriot’s Pen
VFW'’s Patriot’s Pen essay contest, created in
1995, gives 7th and 8th graders across the coun-
try the opportunity to win U.S. Savings Bonds by
expressing their views on democracy. Each year,
VFW’s commander-in-chief chooses a theme.
Students compete for the first-place prize of a
$10,000 Savings Bond and an all-expenses-paid
trip to the Washington Conference.

Competition begins at the post level, with
the first-place winner progressing to the district,
department and national levels. In 2007-08,
some 108,502 students participated, winning
$1.1 million in Savings Bonds.

Annually, VFW awards a 7th
or 8th grader a $10,000 U.S.
Savings Bond through the
Patriot’s Pen essay contest.

25
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Patriotic School Programs

“We usually get to visit about two

classrooms, and it’s always very

rewarding to see children change their

minds and attitudes about veterans. Veterans in the Classroom

VFW members are doing much to relate American

| history through their efforts in public schools.
KIdS aIways have the HOHYWOOd aspect Nationally, VFW recognizes November as Veterans

of war and what it’s |i|(e’ but it’s our in the Classroom Month, though members visit
.. classrooms throughout the year. Whether
mission to change that aspect, and | discussing flag etiquette or sharing wartime
. . ’ experiences, VFW members help instill a sense
thlnk our Storles dO that. of pride in the nation’s youth_

Charles Bennett Teacher Recognition
Korean War Veteran VFW sponsors Teacher’s Corner on its Web site. The
site provides educational tools for teachers and a
venue for educators to offer ideas of their own. In
addition, a flag brochure/poster and Veterans Day
brochure/poster have been printed and distributed
to teachers.

VFW also sponsors the annual National Citizen-
ship Education Teacher Awards, providing one winner
from three school levels (elementary, middle and
high school) with an all-expenses-paid trip to the
Washington Conference.

g e B Educational Publications

d War Clashes

For more than a decade, VFW’s Publications Depart-
ment has been producing books and booklets to
recognize the war service of veterans and to serve
as teaching tools in the classroom. In 2007, it
published Hitting the Military History Trail: VFW'’s
Travel Guide to Battlefields, Museums & Historic Sites.

Past publications include:

» Women at War: From the Revolutionary
War to the Present

» Combat Action: Cambodia to the Balkans,
1975-1999

» Cold War Clashes: Confronting Communism,
1945-1991

* Battles of the Korean War

» Combat: America at War in the 20th Century

* VFW: Our First Century

* Faces of Victory—Europe: Liberating a
Continent and Pacific: The Fall of the Rising Sun

26
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VFW holds the nation’s youth in high
regard. Members regularly visit
classrooms across the country to
speak about their military experiences.

VFW annually sponsors the National
Citizenship Education Teacher Awards.
They recognize the nation’s top
elementary, middle and high school
teachers who teach citizenship education
topics and promote America’s history
and traditions.

Carolyn Kennedy, Dorothy Williams
and John Hanson were the 2008
recipients of VFW'’s National Citizenship
Education Teacher Awards.

11



- -Giving Back

VFW Foundation

28

providing financial

The mission of the VFW Foundation is to man-
age and distribute resources to support veterans,
active-duty personnel, the National Guard and Re-
serves, their families and communities.

Charity watchdog groups like the Independent
Charities of America gave the VFW Foundation a
“Best of America” rating, an honor bestowed upon

VFW’s Unmet Needs stepped up to help

Sgt. 1st Class Eric and Kelly Gray following a car
accident in October 2007. The program paid an
entire $1,000 auto insurance deductible to assist
the Grays, who were expecting their third child.

VEW

FOUNDATION

Ensuring VEW values by

support.

only 1,500 of some 50,000 charitable groups.
Charity Navigator provided the Foundation
with three stars and a four-star efficiency rating,
the highest rating possible.
Furthermore, the Foundation achieved full
inclusion in the Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC #10511), due to low operating costs.

Unmet Needs

One program financed through the Foundation

is Unmet Needs. It is designed to meet the un-
anticipated financial demands in the lives of troops
and their families, especially in the areas of rent,
mortgage, utilities, vehicle repair, medical expenses
and food/basic assistance. Since 2004, Unmet
Needs has provided more than $2.5 million to
approximately 1,600 families with the aid of

the Foundation.

VFW’s National Veterans Service

NVS has, over the years, assisted thousands of
veterans in obtaining access to medical care

and compensation for disabilities due to military
service. The VFW employs representatives who

help veterans file disability claims related to their
prior military service. In 2007, VFW helped veterans
recover more than $1 billion. In December 2007,
the VFW Foundation provided $100,000 to the

NVS program for that year.

Operation Uplink

VFW Foundation financially supports Operation
Uplink, which facilitates a variety of communica-
tion options for troops so they can talk with family
members in the U.S. Operation Uplink has issued
more than 9 million free long-distance telephone
cards and sponsored approximately 20 million
minutes via Free Call Days on major holidays.
Troops can simultaneously call home and see
their loved ones via computer webcams.

Voice of Democracy

Over the past two years, the VFW Foundation
has provided $248,000 to the VFW’s Voice
of Democracy program, which holds essay
scholarship contests based on a patriotic
theme for America’s youth.



- -Contact Informa

Veterans of Foreign Wars

National Headquarters
406 West 34th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
Tel. (816) 756-3390

Adjutant General
Allen “Gunner” Kent
Tel. (816) 968-1110
Fax 816-968-1157
E-mail AKent @ vfw.org

Quartermaster General
Lawrence M. Maher
Tel. (816) 968-1140
Fax 816-968-1189
E-mail LMaher @ viw.org

Development Department
Kelly Jones, Manager
Tel. (816) 968-1143
Fax 816-968-1129
E-mail KellyJones @ vfw.org
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VFW Foundation
Dan Shea, Director
Tel. (816) 968-1158
Fax 816-968-2789
E-mail DShea @ viw.org
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Washington Office
200 Maryland Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20002
Tel. (202) 543-2239

Robert E.Wallace, Executive Director

Tel. (202) 608-836! VFW’s National Headquarters in Kansas City,
Fax 202-543-6719 Mo., contains the administrative offices of
E-mail bwallace @ viw.org VFW. Some 155 employees work there,

including those of the National Military
Services, Programs Department and VFW
Foundation.
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“A man who i1s good enough to shed his
blood for his country is good enough to be
given a square deal afterwards. More than
that no man is entitled to, and less than
that no man shall have.”

Theodore Roosevelt
First President to join VFW, in 1917

VFW’s Washington Office in the nation’s capital oversees almost
70 employees in more than a dozen locations within the District
of Columbia and at major military installations around the
country. National Veterans Service, National Legislative Service
and National Security and Foreign Affairs are all located there.
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“Our house s built upon the
rock of eternity, not upon

the sands of time.”

James Romanis

A VFW Founding Father






